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2010 NATIONAL “STOP ON RED WEEK” AUG. 1 – 7

American Traffic Solutions (ATS) Urges Americans to Observe “Stop on Red Week,”
Do Their Part to Help Reduce Dangerous Red-Light Running
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (August 3, 2010) – American Traffic Solutions (ATS) today reminded motorists across the United States that National “Stop on Red Week” started this past Sunday and runs through next Saturday, August 7th.

The leader in road safety camera programs across North America also appealed to news organizations for help to raise public awareness and reduce red-light running in their communities.  Consider the following statistics that underscore the dangers of red-light running:

· Red-light running is the leading cause of urban crashes according to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. 

· 137,000 were injured and 762 people were killed in crashes that involved red-light running in 2008 according to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS).

· A red light is run every 20 minutes at each intersection. (IIHS)
· The financial cost to the public is estimated to be more than $14 billion each year.
· About half of the deaths in red-light running crashes are pedestrians and occupants in other vehicles who are hit by red-light runners (source:  IIHS).
· 40% of all pedestrian deaths involving passenger vehicle occur at intersections (51% including large trucks)

· 80% of Americans support (55% strongly) the use of intersection safety cameras to reduce vehicles that run red lights.  PARS 2009 http://advancingroadsafety.com/sites/default/files/pdfs/U.S.Attitudes.pdf
· Intersection safety cameras help reduce collisions by an average of 20-25% per location.
“We salute the Federal Highway Administration for their leadership in launching National Stop on Red Week, because it is a superb opportunity to remind drivers across America about the dangers of red-light running,” said James Tuton, ATS President and CEO. “The tragic truth is that red-light running is the most preventable cause of collisions, property loss, injury and death on America’s roads – and it’s time for us, as a nation, to send red-light runners a strong and unified message that their reckless behavior has to stop.”

ATS is also offering the following two assets to assist news organizations spread this vitally important message:

- more -

1. RED LIGHT COLLISION MONTAGE (DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO): Please feel free to click on the link below, which will direct you to the ATS site and allow you to download video of vehicles running red lights.  The video serves as a chilling reminder of the dangers that red-light runners present to our family and children. The campaign support video is available for media use and can be downloaded at http://www.atsol.com/StopOnRedWeek.html 

2. EXPERTS ON THE DANGERS OF RED-LIGHT RUNNING: The following experts on the dangers of red-light running are available for interviews this week.  Please contact Kate Coulson to arrange.

· JAMES TUTON, PRESIDENT & CEO, AMERICAN TRAFFIC SOLUTIONS – An industry expert for over 20-years on all facets of driving safety, red-light running and more.  Jim is President & CEO of ATS, the nation’s leading provider of intersection safety cameras. 

· SHERRI TEILLE, VP MARKETING, AMERICAN TRAFFIC SOLUTIONS – Another industry expert with years of experience in all facets of driver safety, intersection safety cameras and more.

· STATE REP. RON REAGAN, SPEAKER PRO-TEMPORE, FLORIDA STATE LEGISLATURE – An eight-year veteran of the Florida State Legislature, Rep. Reagan led the fight to successfully pass landmark driver safety legislation in the State of Florida in early 2010. The Mark Wandall Traffic Safety Act was signed into law by Florida Governor Charlie Crist in May of this year. Rep. Reagan is an expert on driver safety, intersections safety cameras and the reams of data that conclusively proves that they reduce red-light running, collisions, injuries and death.
NOTE:  Please contact Kate Coulson at (480) 596-4644 or kate.coulson@atsol.com to schedule your interview.

About American Traffic Solutions:

ATS is proud to be the market leader in road safety camera installations in North America. ATS has more than 2,000 installed Intersection and Speed Safety Cameras serving more than 30 million people. We have contracts in 240 communities in 22 states and Washington, D.C., including: New York City, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, St. Louis, Houston, Seattle and San Diego. ATS also offers PlatePass, an automated electronic toll payment service that enables rental vehicle customers to use high-speed, cashless electronic toll lanes. ATS is a privately-owned, U.S. corporation. For more information, please visit: www.atsol.com or  www.PlatePass.com.
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